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Preface
Welcome to the Immunisation Handbook 2006. 

This Handbook provides information on the National Immunisation Schedule 
2006 for children and recommendations for adult immunisation. There is 
information on the immunisation programme and on vaccines that may be 
available and used in New Zealand. Since the last edition of the Handbook, 
New Zealand health professionals have delivered a nation-wide Meningococcal 
B Immunisation Programme, offered to all children and young adults age 0–19 
years. The National Immunisation Register was used for the Meningococcal B 
Immunisation Programme and is now recording immunisation information on 
all infants born in New Zealand, with parental consent. We shall now be able 
to record children’s immunisations and follow-up children who do not receive 
immunisation and measure coverage. 

The new National Immunisation Schedule (Schedule) began on 1 February 
2006, and all children will transfer to the new Schedule. In 2006, children 
at age 11 years will be offered the dTap-IPV vaccine (tetanus, adult dose of 
diphtheria and adult dose of pertussis vaccines and inactivated polio vaccine). 
This pertussis containing vaccine will offer protection to adolescents against 
pertussis. At the age of 15 months MMR (measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine) 
and Hib vaccine will be given. The Meningococcal B Immunisation Programme 
will continue for infants and the programme will be reviewed regularly until the 
vaccine can be discontinued. From 2006 pneumococcal vaccine is available for 
a small group of children at high risk of pneumococcal disease and for adults or 
children pre- or post-splenectomy.

The Ministry of Health’s Immunisation Technical Working Group (ITWG) provided 
advice on the National Immunisation Schedule 2006, and have re-written this 
Handbook. The ITWG was assisted by a number of health professionals and 
individuals who all contributed their expertise to chapter writing or peer review 
of the chapters.

Because of the rapid developments and availability of new vaccines, the 
Schedule will be reviewed, though not necessarily changed, every two years. 
This will allow New Zealand children to receive the most appropriate, safe and 
effective vaccines.
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Commonly used abbreviations
ACC Accident Compensation Corporation

AEFI adverse event following immunisation

AFP acute fl accid paralysis

AIDS acquired immunodefi ciency syndrome

BCG Bacillus Calmette-Guérin vaccine

BSE bovine spongiform encephalopathy

CARM Centre for Adverse Reactions Monitoring

CRS congenital rubella syndrome

CSF cerebrospinal fl uid

DHB district health board

DNA deoxyribonucleic acid

DT diphtheria tetanus vaccine

DTaP diphtheria, tetanus and acellular pertussis vaccine

DTaP/Hib diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis and Haemophilus infl uenzae 

 type b vaccine

DTaP-IPV diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis and inactivated polio vaccine

dTap-IPV adult dose diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis and inactivated 
polio vaccine

DTwP diphtheria, tetanus and whole cell pertussis vaccine

DTwPH diphtheria, tetanus, whole cell pertussis and Haemophilus infl uenzae 

 type b vaccine

ESR Institute of Environmental Science and Research

GBS  Guillain-Barré Syndrome

HAV hepatitis A virus

Hep B hepatitis B vaccine

HBIG hepatitis B immunoglobulin

HBsAg hepatitis B surface antigen

HHE hypotonic, hyporesponsive episode

Hib Haemophilus infl uenzae type b

HIV human immunodefi ciency virus

HPV human papilloma virus

IG immunoglobulin
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IM intramuscular

IMAC Immunisation Advisory Centre

IPV inactivated polio vaccine

IV intravenous

IVIG intravenous immunoglobulin

LMC lead maternity carer

MeNZB™ meningococcal B vaccine

MMR measles, mumps and rubella vaccine

NIR National Immunisation Register

NZPSU New Zealand Paediatric Surveillance Unit

OMP outer membrane protein

OPV oral polio vaccine

PCR polymerase chain reaction

PCV7 seven valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine

PHO primary health organisation

23PPV 23 valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine

PRP polyribosylribitol phosphate

RCT randomised control trial

RIG rabies immunoglobulin

SC subcutaneous

SIDS sudden infant death syndrome or cot death

Td adult tetanus diphtheria vaccine

TIG tetanus immunoglobulin

TT tetanus toxoid

TB tuberculosis

UK United Kingdom

US United States of America

VAPP vaccine associated paralytic poliomyelitis

vCJD variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease

VZV varicella zoster virus

WHO World Health Organization

ZIG varicella-zoster immunoglobulin
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