DEPARTMENT OF HEALT rI,
P.O. BOX 3013,
WELLINGTON.
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CLINICAL BERVICES LETTER NO. 16

TO ALL MEDICAL PRACTITICONERS:

Decr Sir/Madam,
ADVICE ON PRESCRIBING PROBLEMS
Dr Stucst MacKay will take up his appointment as an additional Assisiont Dir-

ector, Division of Clinical Services, early in June.

Dr MacKay has had 17 years’ experience in « busy general praclice
punc, and for the past 14 vecas hos been praciising as a genersl paysicic
Buckland. His duties wil be to visit private practitioners in «ll paris of ihe

Dominion, in order to discuss prescribing problems, and offer informed and
advice, particulerly about new products.
In recent vecrs the most readily available up-to-date information cboul new

drugs, for doctors in bmchce, has been supplied by drug firms promoiing ﬂ1eir
producis. There are at present about « thousand proprietary producis in the Drug
Toriff, and more than 8% manufacturers active in selling them. This new
mmnt of o “visiling practitioner” is intended lo assist doctors io keep the

informed of the relative merits, as well as the cosis, of these preparations.

Dr MacKay will have access to the latest information on advances in therapy
and will be closely associated with the Pharmacelogy and Them'p'—*u*ics Commi

No Disciplinary Function

It will be no part of the function of the new Assistant Director to undsricke
inquiries into the case of a doctor whose prescribing is under scrutiny on account of
its cost, nor will he be involved in any disciplinary mecsures which may be in-
dicated. e will, however, be available o oifer assistance and «dvice in such

circumstances if called upoen either by the doctor concerned or by the Depariment.



;D MacKay's office address will be:

Department of Hedlth,
v Private Bag,
" Aucklend.

(Please note: Auckiand)

Yours {aithiully,

(Q . év!/;g'. . %’Mﬁﬁfw S

(A. W. S. THOMPSCN)
"~ Director,
Division of Clinical Services.
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