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CLINICAL SERVICES LETTER NO. 160

TO MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS

Dear Doctor,

INCENTIVES TO RURAL PRACTICE

Doctors practising in rural areas now have a number of significant advantages over
their urban colleagues.

These are:

(a) Rural Practice Bonus
It amounts to:

(i) Ten percent of the medical benefit payable in respect of general medical
services.

(i) Twenty-five percent of the rural doctor’s GMS mileage fees.

(b) Assistance in Employment of Registered Nurses
Rural doctors employing registered nurses in a paramedical capacity are entitled
to the following assistance:
(i) For services provided by the nurse at the doctor’s surgery—
A 50 percent subsidy towards the nurse’s remuneration, up to a maxi-
mum subsidy of $25 weekly.
(ii) For domiciliary services—
Seventy-five cents per visit for services provided at the patient’s home
plus GMS mileage where it is normally payable to the doctor,

(c) Subsidy for Employment of Locum Tenens
A 50 percent subsidy towards the cost of employing a locum tenens, with a limit
of subsidy of $100 in any one year.

(d) Telephone Consultations
The GMS benefit of 35 cents for telephone consultations has been extended to
consultations in all designated rural areas where patients are located 10 miles or
further from the nearest doctor.






