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PENICILLIN ALLERGY AND PURIFIED PENICILLIN
(PURAPEN G)

Under the above heading, the Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin dated 2 February 1968
contains an important review of the present situation, the conclusions of which may be
summarised as follows:

® No reliable method of identifying patients allergic to penicillin has yet been found.

® A history of penicillin allergy must be respected, for it has proved more helpful

than tests. 7
® Purified benzylpenicillin for injection (for example, Purapen G, Beecham) has not

yet been proved less likely to cause allergic reactions than other forms of the drug.
® It should not be given to persons known or suspected to be allergic to penicillin.
® Penicillin for injection should invariably be freshly made up and used at once.

SUBSTITUTION

Several instances of substitution by chemists have been reported to the Department
recently. There have been cases where the chemist has substituted another brand of drug
to avoid an extra charge to the patient. If a doctor prescribes a branded preparation he
is entitled to have this dispensed, and the chemist must comply, unless he is authorised
by the doctor to do otherwise. Any such change should be endorsed on the prescription.

Practitioners are requested to communicate with the Department if cases of this nature
come to their notice.

DRUG AND THERAPEUTICS BULLETIN

A New Zealand edition of this excellent publication is now available. Apart from
necessary alterations in brand names and prices, this edition is identical with that pub-
lished in the United Kingdom. It is strongly recommended both to doctors and chemists.

The cost of 24 copies a year, post free, is $4.50. Subscriptions should be forwarded
to the Consumer Institute, Private Bag, Te Aro, Wellington.

PART ‘CHARGES

The following will probably carry a part charge to the patient from 1 August 1968:
3 Bicillin, Sequens, Serial 28, Volidan 21
A further announcement will be issued later.

Yours faithfully,

(A. W. S. Thompson) (T. L. Hayes)
Director, Assistant Director,

Division of Clinical Services.
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